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The Herods were a brutal, sorry lot  -  all of them. They figured very prominently in New  

Testament history. However, many of the details of this history are not in the Bible, but are  

provided by the Jewish historian Josephus who was born in 37 AD. 

 

The Herods came from a family of wealthy Jews who fought for the Romans, starting back in the days of 

Julius Caesar (62 BC). As a reward, the Herods were appointed as overseers of Judea. Of particular interest 

during the time that Jesus lived is Herod the Great who was given the title of ñkingò by the Romans and 

Herodôs son, Herod Antipas, who was appointed ñtetrarchò (overseer of a small region) of Galilee and Perea. 

 

Herod the Great was appointed ñkingò in 37 BC. According to Josephus, he was married to nine women. 

With ten sons and five daughters by various wives, political and domestic turmoil ruled the day. Any doubts 

about loyalty to Herod the Great were settled with executions. Two of his sons, Alexander and Aristobulus, 

were strangled to death and other members of his family were either stoned or beheaded (including his wife  

Mariamme). 

 

The brutal history of Herod the Great fits well with the story in Matthew 2:16., In fear of the prophecy that a 

king (Jesus) would be born in Bethlehem, Herod ordered the killing of all the children who were two years 

and under. Herod carried his hatred to the grave. Four years after Jesusô birth, as Herod the Great lay dying 

with horrible sores all over his body, his last command was the execution of his son, Antipater. 

 

The second Herod of interest is Herod Antipas. Josephus did not mention the New Testament story of  

Jesus' trial before Herod Anitpas. However, Josephus did tell of John the Baptist who preached to large 

crowds "greatly aroused by his preaching. . . .At that point, Herod grew alarmed that such eloquence could 

lead to rebellion. Therefore he decided that it would be better to strike first and get rid of 

him, rather than wait for an uprising." The execution of John the Baptist, however, cost 

Herod his support with the Jewish people. 

Herod Antipas made one last power play asking for kingship from the emperor Tiberius. 

Instead, Herod was sent into exile. After the reigns of Herod Agrippas I and II, ending in 

the first century, the Herods fade from history. Good riddance! 



 

 

Presbyterian Women 
Moderator: Deanna Haltom 

817-573-0353  

 

 

Friday, November 6, 10:00-2:00 

PW FALL RETREAT  
At Glen Lake Methodist Camp 

Glen Rose, TX 

 

PRESENTER: Melinda Veatch 

 

All women of the church are invited to join us  

for a day of spiritual renewal and reflection. 

 
Registration & lunch: $15 per person  
Mail to PW Treasurer Martha Ferrill  

8902 Windsor Court  
Granbury, TX  76049  

 

THANKS FOR YOUR HELP --- 
all you guys and gals who donated, sorted, priced, 

 clerked and cleaned up at the 

 PW Rummage Sale.  

We are grateful to  

Peggy Losher and Marcia Walker  

for chairing this successful event. We made over $3,000 and 

assisted many people in our community with the project. 

ǒ November 2, 10:00 a.m.: Bridge Circle at Fellowship Hall. Bring a sack lunch. 

ǒ November 6, 10:00-2:00: PW Retreat at Glen Lake Methodist Camp in Glen Rose. 

ǒ November 10, 10:00 a.m.: Anne Howell Bible Study Circle at Annex 

ǒ November 16, 2:30 p.m.: Trinity Mission birthday party . Shirley McDonald has joined Pat 

Swearingen, Nancy Johnston, and Vera Hall for these events. 

ǒ November 18, 10:00 a.m.: Book Discussion Circle at Administration Building. The book to be  

discussed is Couldnôt Keep It To Myself by Wally Lamb. Alyce James will lead the discussion. Call 

Nancy Johnston for more information.  



 

 

Please Keep These Folks  In Your 

Prayers 
 

 

Glen Rose Nursing Center: 
ǒ Janice Avery 

ǒ Betty Avery 

ǒ Don Losher, Courtyard Wing, Room 503 
 

 

Nursing Homes 

Recuperating at Home/ 

Continued Care 

Assisted Living  

 

Quail Park (formerly The Gables) 

Annadell Teems  

2300 Paluxy Highway 76048 

Suite #25, 817-279-9259  
 

Courtyards at Lake Granbury 

811 Calinco Dr. 76048 

ǒ Bob McQueen 

ǒ Hazel Wilkinson (Dutchôs Mother) 
 

Harbor Lakes Nursing & Rehabilitation  

3100 2nd St., 76048 (817-408-3800) 

ǒ Jim Fish - Room 110 

ǒ Imogen FulltonðRoom 305A, Jean McElroyôs 

mother 

 

Broadway Plaza Retirement Center, Ft. Worth 

Steve Clements (Randyôs Father) 

 

Congregational Care 
Linda Bowlin, Elder 

ǒ Jane Asa 

ǒ Liz Barker 

ǒ Doug Blanchette 

ǒ Jack Cummins 

ǒ Nancy Fisher-Lewis, Anderson MO 

ǒ Sheila Higgins 

ǒ Norwin Hines 

ǒ Frances Johnson 

ǒ C.E. Moore 

ǒ Ken Morgan 

ǒ Ronnie Moore 

ǒ Bill Pennal 

ǒ Dickie Ralston 

ǒ Brandon Walker, great grandson of Maureen 

Walker 

ǒ Ross Irvin 

ǒ Joyce Kelly 

 

Hospitalized/Home from the Hospital 

 
Dorothy Campbell, Lake Granbury Medical Center 

Bill Hayden, pneumonia 

Edna Humphrey, surgery 

Ida Martin , Trinity Mission of Granbury 

Christina Presley 

Ron Simpson, shoulder surgery 

Linda Somervill  

Melba Trotter, Stonegate Nursing Center, Fort Worth 

Don Williams, knee surgery 

Please call Dorothy Campbell,   
coordinator (817-573-4539) or call the church 

office if you have prayer  

requests. Any of the persons listed on the 

prayer chain can initiate a prayer request. All 

prayer requests are confidential.   



 

 

Military Service Personnel 

ǒ Private Sam Wallace,  

grandson of Coy and Audrey Wallace, 

Marines, Camp Pendleton, San Diego 

has completed basic training and is 

heading for Infantry School. 

ǒ Lt/Col. Michael Browder , Ft. Benning,  

Georgia, husband of Greta and son-in-law of 

Dick and Raye Kliemann. 

ǒ Captain John Copeland, Washington, D.C., 

husband of Claire and son-in-law of Ann 

Mitchell. 

ǒ Lt/Col. Kathryn Huth -Weiss, Bolling AFB-

Washington, D.C., daughter of Marcia & Roe 

Walker, is home from Afghanistan. 

ǒ Sgt. Daniel Hahn, Air Force Recruiter,  

Charlotte, North Carolina, grandson of Ann 

Anderson. 

ǒ 1st Lieutenant Michael McGowan,  

Ft. Lewis, Washington, nephew of Nancy  

Johnston is heading for South Carolina for 

Captainôs training school. 

ǒ 2nd Lieutenant Robert Kent Wallace,  

grandson of Coy and Audrey Wallace, and 

brother of Sam Wallace, Marines, completed 

OCS on December 04th and is at Quantico, VA 

awaiting assignment. 

ǒ Captain Ryan Fitzgerald, Air Force, grandson 

of Don and Jane Asa, pilot in Iraq. 

ǒ Major Cris Claus , Air Force F16 pilot,  

grandson of Don and Jane Asa, currently  

stationed at the Pentagon. 

ǒ Mike Russell, Army Specialist, nephew of Jean 

McElroy, currently in Afghanistan. 

ǒ Ensign Rebecca Bennett, daughter of Nancy 

and Tim Bennett, is at Pensacola NAS for flight 

training. 

ǒ Private Matthew Kaiser, Army, grandson of 

Bob and Joyce Higginbotham and nephew of 

Susan, in Afghanistan. 

Congregational Care 
Linda Bowlin, Elder 

Joys and Concerns 

Effie Eisen has moved to New Mexico to be 

near her family. 

 

Our prayers are with Joyce Summers on the 

death of her husband, Bob. A service was held at Wileyôs 

funeral home on September 22. 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Joyce Kelly and Sheila 

Higgins as they undergo treatment. 

 

We also send prayers to Charles ñChuckò Gaunt, Liz 

Barkerôs brother. 

Please let us know if you do NOT have e-mail and 

would like to be notified of events, illnesses, or 

deaths in the congregation.  

Please Keep our military personnel in your 

  daily prayers and notify the church office 

  if you have family members deployed in the  

military. 

                      Office Volunteers 
 

There is always a need for help in our church office 

answering phones, preparing bulletins for worship ser-

vices, preparing monthly newsletters for mailing as 

well as a host of miscellaneous things that come up 

from time to time. If youôd like to be on the list of  

volunteers, please contact  

 

Nancy Johnston at 817-578-3414 or  

presbynewsletter@aol.com 

 
If youôre already on the list, no need to call. If youôre 

on the list and would like to be taken off, please let me 

know.  

    

 

The DeCordova Bend Shepherds Group will meet at the 

DCBE Clubhouse on November 12 at 6:00 p.m. 

 

The Pecan Plantation Shepherds Group met at the  

Clubhouse on October 22 for fellowship and dinner. 

 

The Downtown Shepherd Group will be meeting Friday, 

October 30, 6:00 p.m. at Mark's Steakhouse. 

Shepherd Groups 



 

 

Sheila Higgins, Elder 

 

 

Wanda Lowe, Elder 

The Presbyterian Women's rummage sale was large and successful as usual. Amazing seems to  

describe how the Fellowship Hall was cleaned and ready for Sunday by 3:30 on the last day of the sale. Thanks to 

everyone who helped. However, a word of caution to all who come next year: don't lay your  belongings just  

anywhere or they may be sold. Our women are such terrific sales persons that they sometimes sell things you didn't 

even know you wanted to sell. 

 

On Sunday, October 4, coffee and cake were served between services honoring Lt. Col. Kathryn Huth-Weiss, 

daughter of Marcia and Roe Walker. She has just returned from an Afghanistan tour flying medical missions. She 

spoke briefly in church of her duties in Afghanistan and thanked the church for sending toys, books, crayons, etc.  

for the children in hospitals there. We thank you, Kathryn. 

 

Preparations are being made for the Consecration Sunday lunch on November 15 in the Fellowship Hall. The lunch 

will be catered, so we need your reservations by November 7. 

 

 

The Habitat for Humanity volunteers are busy working on new houses. Our days to provide lunch for the workers  

will be November 18, 2009, January 20, March 17, and May 19, 2010. 

 

If you can bake a dessert or make a salad for November 18, please call Jean Goody at 817-326-2501.  

 

 

We will soon have a list of items needed to help fill the Thanksgiving Baskets that PHP prepares 

each year for the needy. With the economy the way it has been, their requests continue to increase 

each week. 

 

                                                                 Thank you all for your generosity! 

As we enter into the season of Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas, we have the opportunity to be 

reminded of Godôs faithful love and gracious care which overflows in our life. We respond with  

renewed effort to use the gifts and abilities God has given us by honoring and serving God in our  

personal lives, in our families, in our occupations, in our community, in our nation, and in our world. 

Our Outreach and Mission is to love and serve God in all we do.   

ð Jeanell Morris 




