
 

 

Josephus was a non-Christian Jew appointed  

as an historian by the Romans. He is impor-

tant to Christians because he was born in 37 

AD and wrote his history about the same time 

as the gospels were written. His comments 

about Pontius Pilate, for example, help in  

our understanding of what was going on at 

that time. 

 
Pontius Pilate was appointed as procurator  

of Judea by the Roman emperor Tiberius in 

the year 26 A.D. Pilate had little understand-

ing of Jewish culture. The Jews found graven  

images offensive and previous procurators 

avoided putting up busts of the emperor.  

But Pilate displayed these images on his  

standards and soon was confronted with  

Jewish protestors. Pilate threatened death to 

the protestors but they loudly persisted and 

surprisingly, Pilate backed off. 

 
Next Pilate spent money from the temple  

treasury to construct aqueducts and the  

protestors angrily approached him again.  

Pilate anticipated this uprising and sent his 

troops into the crowd disguised as civilians. 

On Pilateôs signal, the troops clubbed the 

Jews, killing a large number. 

 
Then, as Josephus tells it, Pilate made the  

mistake of killing Jesus of Nazareth.  

 

 

Josephus, in his most famous passage gave   

this description: ñAt that time there was a 

wise man called Jesus, and his conduct was 

good, and he was known to be virtuous. Many 

people among the Jews and the other nations 

became his disciples. Pilate condemned him 

to be crucified and to die.ò Josephus goes on 

to say that Jesus, whom some say ñwas aliveò 

after his crucifixion . . . was ñperhaps the 

Messiah concerning whom the prophets have 

reported wonders.ò 

 
Jesus may have been the climactic point of  

Pilateôs ill-fated career, but the last straw 

came when Pilate stopped a pilgrimage of the 

Samaritans by killing a large number of them, 

including the Samaritan leaders. News of this 

massacre reached Pilateôs superiors and so 

after ten years, Pilate was history. You may 

remember Caiaphas, the Roman appointed 

high priest who officiated at Jesusô trial. 

Caiaphus was also removed 

from office and replaced by 

Jonathan, son of Ananus.  

 
From this history, one might 

suppose that Jesus had  

widespread popular support. 

His death was part of the  

dismissal stories of Pilate and 

Caiaphus!  
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Fall Retreat Friday, Nov. 6 

Glen Lake Methodist Camp 
In Glen Rose 

10-2:00 pm 

Please mail your $15 registration fee by Oct. 29 to: 

Martha Ferrill 

8902 Windsor Court 

Granbury, TX 76049 

 

The $15 fee includes lunch. Come join us as presenter Melinda Veatch leads us in a day of  

spiritual growth and examination. 

 

 

 

The Presbyterian Women's Brochure for 2009-2010 is ready, so be sure to get your copy. They are available 

at the church narthex or church office. 

 

The Bridge Circle is Monday, October 5, 10:00 a.m. at Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome to join us for fun 

and fellowship. All levels of players are welcome. Bring a sack lunch. If you would like to be on the list 

of  bridge players please call Lorraine Schmitz or Raye  Kliemann. 

Book Discussion Circle is Wednesday, October 21. The book to be discussed is Still Alice by Lisa 

Genova.  Linda Somervill will lead the discussion. At once beautiful and terrifying, this extraordinary debut 

novel by Lisa Genova is a moving and vivid depiction of life with early-onset Alzheimer's Disease. Call 

Nancy Johnston (817-578-3414) for information. 

 

The Anne Howell Bible Study Circle is Tuesday, October 6, 10:00 a.m. at the annex. 

 

F.U.N Circle will be Wednesday, October 28, 11:00 a.m. The thene is ñGame Showò hosted by Linda  

Somervill and Theda Deaver. Bring $1 or a canned food item for a charitable donation. 

 

 

 

PW Fall Rummage Sale 
 

Friday & Saturday, Oct. 2 & 3 

AT FELLOWSHIP HALL  
 

Call Peggy Losher or Marcia Walker for help with large items. 

Bring your goodies to the Hall beginning Sept. 28. 

 

(No PW general meeting in October) 



 

 

Please Keep These Folks  In Your 

Prayers 
 

 

Glen Rose Nursing Center: 
ǒ Janice Avery 

ǒ Betty Avery 

ǒ Don Losher, Courtyard Wing, Room 503 
 

 

Nursing Homes 

Recuperating at Home/ 

Continued Care 

Assisted Living  

 

Quail Park (formerly The Gables) 

Annadell Teems  

2300 Paluxy Highway 76048 

Suite #25, 817-279-9259  
 

Courtyards at Lake Granbury 

811 Calinco Dr. 76048 

ǒ Bob McQueen 

ǒ Hazel Wilkinson (Dutchôs Mother) 
 

Harbor Lakes Nursing & Rehabilitation  

3100 2nd St., 76048 (817-408-3800) 

ǒ Jim Fish - Room 110 

ǒ Imogen FulltonðRoom 305A, Jean McElroyôs 

mother 

 

Broadway Plaza Retirement Center, Ft. Worth 

Steve Clements (Randyôs Father) 

 

Congregational Care 
Linda Bowlin, Elder 

ǒ Jane Asa 

ǒ Liz Barker 

ǒ Doug Blanchette 

ǒ Jack Cummins 

ǒ Nancy Fisher-Lewis, Anderson MO 

ǒ Jean Goody 

ǒ Norwin Hines 

ǒ C.E. Moore 

ǒ Ronnie Moore 

ǒ Bill Pennal 

ǒ Dickie Ralston 

ǒ Brandon Walker, great grandson of Maureen 

Walker 

ǒ Ross Irvin 

ǒ Joyce Kelly 

 

Hospitalized/Home from the Hospital 

 
Melba Trotter, stroke, Stonegate Nursing Center, Fort Worth 

Effie Eisen, Trinity Mission of Granbury 

Edna Humphrey, surgery 

Ida Martin , Trinity Mission of Granbury 

Ken Morgan, Home 

Ron Simpson, shoulder surgery 

Gwen Clay, wrist surgery, Lake Granbury 

Please call Dorothy Campbell,   
coordinator (817-573-4539) or call the church 

office if you have prayer  

requests. Any of the persons listed on the 

prayer chain can initiate a prayer request. All 

prayer requests are confidential.   



 

 

Military Service Personnel 

ǒ Private Sam Wallace,  

grandson of Coy and Audrey Wallace, 

Marines, Camp Pendleton, San Diego 

has completed basic training and is 

heading for Infantry School. 

ǒ Lt/Col. Michael Browder , Ft. Benning,  

Georgia, husband of Greta and son-in-law of 

Dick and Raye Kliemann. 

ǒ Captain John Copeland, Washington, D.C., 

husband of Claire and son-in-law of Ann 

Mitchell. 

ǒ Lt/Col. Kathryn Huth -Weiss, Bolling AFB-

Washington, D.C., daughter of Marcia & Roe 

Walker, is home from Afghanistan. 

ǒ Sgt. Daniel Hahn, Air Force Recruiter,  

Charlotte, North Carolina, grandson of Ann 

Anderson. 

ǒ 1st Lieutenant Michael McGowan,  

Ft. Lewis, Washington, nephew of Nancy  

Johnston; is heading for SC for Captainôs  

training school. 

ǒ 2nd Lieutenant Robert Kent Wallace,  

grandson of Coy and Audrey Wallace, and 

brother of Sam Wallace, Marines, completed 

OCS on December 04th and is at Quantico, VA 

awaiting assignment. 

ǒ Captain Ryan Fitzgerald, Air Force, grandson 

of Don and Jane Asa, pilot in Iraq. 

ǒ Major Cris Claus , Air Force F16 pilot,  

grandson of Don and Jane Asa, currently  

stationed at the Pentagon. 

ǒ Mike Russell, Army Specialist, nephew of Jean 

McElroy, currently in Afghanistan. 

ǒ Ensign Rebecca Bennett, daughter of Nancy 

and Tim Bennett, is at Pensacola NAS for flight 

training. 

ǒ PVT Matthew Kaiser, grandson of Bob and 

Joyce Higginbotham and nephew of Susan,  

currently serving a year tour in Afghanistan. 

Congregational Care 
Linda Bowlin, Elder 

Joys and Concerns 

Our thoughts and prayers are with Brenda 

Towers and family on the death of her mother, 

Millie Alberts, on August 27. A memorial  

service was held on August 29, followed by a 

reception in the church annex. 

 

Our sympathy is with Pam Christopher upon the death of her 

sister, Mary Danford. A private service was held in Dallas. 

 

Our sympathy is also with Bernice Deeds on the death of her 

sister, Eunice. 

 

Our prayers are with Dickie Ralston upon the death of her 

sister, Margaret. 

 

We are keeping Sheila Higgins in our prayers as she is facing 

surgery. 

 

Jim Fish has been found to be cancer free! 

 

Congratulations to Jim and Francis Bandy on their 63rd  

wedding anniversary! 

 

Congratulations to Carol Hengels whose daughter and son-in

-law, Heather and David Coe, adopted 4-year old Angela, 

who joins 10-year old brother Seth. 

 

Please let us know if you do NOT have e-mail and 

would like to be notified of events, illnesses, or 

deaths in the congregation.  

Please Keep our military personnel in your 

  daily prayers and notify the church office 

  if you have family members deployed in the  

military. 

 TO ALL who helped with the Regional 

Presbytery Meeting. It was a fine affair and 

we appreciate all of you who gave so generously of 

your time.  

 

ñThe Lord loves a cheerful servant,ò and you are  

servants all, 

J.D. Finlay & Linda Somervill   



 

 

Sheila Higgins, Elder 

People Helping People  
 

 

 
I am happy to report that PHP gave out 2,020 pair of shoes to needy children this year. This is an  

increase over last year of 200 pairs of shoes.   

 

We will continue to collect canned goods every week for this wonderful cause.   

 

Coming up will be the big Thanksgiving Baskets that PHP always prepares. We will have a list of special items  

that will be helpful for First Presbyterianôs contribution.   

 

Right after Thanksgiving we will collect items for the Christmas Baskets. 

 

Thank you all for your generosity! 

 

Wanda Lowe, Elder, Fellowship 

                                  Office Volunteers 
 

There is always a need for help in our church office answering phones, preparing 

bulletins for worship services, preparing monthly newsletters for mailing as well  

as a host of miscellaneous things that come up from time to time. If youôd like to be on the list of  

volunteers, please contact  

 

Nancy Johnston at 817-578-3414 or presbynewsletter@aol.com 

 
If youôre already on the list, no need to call. If youôre on the list and would like to be taken off, please let me 

know.  

 
 

The Grace Presbytery Regional Meeting on September 16 went smoothly. J. D. Finlay and Linda Somervill, you 

rock! (as our grandkids say.) Thanks to everyone for pitching in and working so hard. We fed approximately one 

hundred people. Thank you, thank you, thank you to all who baked, worked in the kitchen setting up and cleaning 

up, registered attendees, set up meeting rooms, and every other preparation needed to host this event!  

 

Rita Hart and Donna Callahan, you are jewels for stepping in and doing set-up and clean-up for the pot luck supper 

following the lecture by Dr. Carol Bechtel on Saturday night, September 19. I was ill. 

 

Many thanks to Presbyterian Women for buying more chairs. Also, our beautiful banners are up in 

Fellowship Hall again, thanks to Winette Lovelady.  

 

My hat is off to all of you who give so generously your time and talents. 

 

 



 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

ñPresbyterians Todayò Laughlines, April 2009 issue: I broke my ankle when I was 12 and was laid up 

for a while. Three friends were visiting me at home, when a friend of my mother came into my room. A  

fervent believer in Jesus, she asked the boys one by one if they were Christians. 

ñYes maôam,ò answered the first two boys in turn. 

ñNo maôam,ò replied the third boy, adding, ñIôm a Presbyterian!ò 

 

Thereôs always a chuckle in this topical and readable periodical, but also thoughtful articles on the 

practice of Presbyterian faith to keep members informed about PC (USA). Regular features of this periodical 

include: 

 

Feature articles this year are centered on the churchôs commitment to fostering growth in evangel-
ism, diversity, discipleship and servanthood. The April 2009 cover story ñGreen and Leanò reports on the 

growing number of churches seeking ways to conserve resources, whether it is to preserve Godôs creation or to 

lower costs. Note: since 2007, First Presbyterian of Elko, Nevada, has generated three-fourths of its electrical 

needs from solar power. 

 

Q&A answers varied questions from readers, such as ñHow can I find out the status of presbytery  

voting on amendments to the PC (USA) constitution?ò Go to www.pcusa.org/general assembly/ 

vote08.htm 

 

Criticsô Corner reviews not only books, but media. The March 2009 issue picks the 20 best movies 

of 2008 that challenge us spiritually and morally. Doubt, Wall-E, The Changeling, and Henry Poole is Here 

were among those recommended. 

 

Go Figure reports on research, numbers, viewpoints and trends.Volunteering in church and  

community was the topic for April 2009. Interesting statistic--four in five Presbyterians report doing 

volunteer work in the previous year. Of these, three in four did volunteer work in or for their congregations. 

 

We love this magazine: concise articles that inform, current events cast in a Christian perspective, news 

of what other Presbyterian congregations do to make their churches vital. Articles are for laity, pastors, elders 

and deacons. A list of resources for further information is appended to each story. 

 

ñPresbyterians Todayò issues are usually found in the pastorôs study or the Church Library. Ten 
issues a year are published. 

REVIEW: ñPresbyterians Todayò magazine 
A periodical for YOU; for and about PC (USA) 

Published by the Presbyterian Church (USA) 
 

A Pastor asked a little boy if he said his prayers every night ñYes, sirò the boy replied. ñAnd, do 

you always say them in the morning too?ò the Pastor asked. ñNo sirò the boy replied. ñI ainôt scared 

in the daytime.ò 

http://www.pcusa.org/general%20assembly/vote08.htm
http://www.pcusa.org/general%20assembly/vote08.htm


 

 

 

Tim & Nancy Bennett 

Howard & Martha Ferrill  

Chad & Christina Presley 

Joe & Felicia Peters 

Curt & Debbie Armstrong  

Berry & Shelley Akerley 

Jack & Barbara Goodall 

Chad & Carey Norton 

Jim & Colleen Fish 

Jim & Fran Lee 

10/02 

10/05 

10/06 

10/14 

10/15 

10/19 

10/20 

10/23 

10/24 

10/25 

Janna Sullins 

Megan Sullins 

Jerry Althouse 

Dana Reinke 

Jimmy Callahan 

DeAnn Shawn 

Eddie Deems 

Betty Smith 

Jack Goodall 

Jane Seley 

Becky Rizer 

Tom Younk 

John Underwood 

Martha Robinson 

Christian Luerson 

Joe Peters 

Tom Eanes 

Evelyn Bourland 

Frank Hengels 

Mary Hayden 

Norma Frohwerk 

Nancy Johnston 

Lachlyn McPhie 

Jim Lee 

Elaine Rutz 

Virginia Conner  

Cathy Avery 

Bob Higginbotham 

10/02 

10/02 

10/03 

10/04 

10/05 

10/05 

10/06 

10/06 

10/07 

10/09 

10/11 

10/11 

10/12 

10/12 

10/14 

10/14 

10/16 

10/16 

10/17 

10/18 

10/19 

10/19 

10/20 

10/26 

10/28 

10/29 

10/29 

10/31 

§ Determined and forceful 

§ Emotional and intuitive 

§ Powerful and passionate 

§ Exciting and magnetic 

§ Diplomatic and urbane 

§ Romantic and charming 

§ Easygoing and sociable 

§ Idealistic and peaceable 

October 12: 
Columbus Day  

 
October 16: 

National Boss 
Day 

October 24: 
United 

Nations Day  

00% OFF 

October 31: 
Halloween  


