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Josephus

When something is c¢claimed to be true, outsiders
you know that Jesus really walked the earth? The Bible? Not good enough for an outsider! After all, Christiar
wrote it. But fortunately, there is a Jewish historian, Josephus, who lived during New Testament times and
mentioned Jesus of Nazareth twice.

The records of Josephus are very important. Whenever Bible students need more history about Herod, Pilat:
the Pharisees, Sadducees, the Romans, and the places where such figures lived and died, Josephus is the
historian on record. Josephus had a lot to say and the next two articles in this series will cover Pilate and the
Herods (a nasty, brutal bunch).

But first you may be interested how Josephus, a dedicated Jew, was hired by the Romans to write a Jewish
hi story! He wasndét al ways an historian. Born in
his adult life by joining the cavéwelling Essenes (the ones responsible for the Dead Sea Scrolls). But the
strictness of the Essenes was not to his liking, so he studied with the Sadducees and finally joined the
Pharisees.

In 64 AD Josephus defended some of his Jewish friends taken prisoner in Rome. According to Josephus, he
charmed the Romans with his wit and intelligence
intervened for his friends at their trial!

He came back to Judea that was on the verge of rebellion against Rome. He reluctantly took command of a
Jewish troop of soldiers and led them into battle. The Romans surrounded his
soldiers but rather than surrender, they drew lots to commit suicide. The last G
lots fell on Josepheus and a friend who, after the others committed suicide, de
to surrender instead.

Things looks bad for Josephus as he was chained and taken to the Roman co
mander, Vespasian. However, Josephus boldly predicted that Vespasian wou
become the next emperor. Vespasian at first dismissed the prediction and se
Josephus to prison. Bet then, sure enough, Vespasian became emperor who
released Josephus, but made him a court historian! Josephus was given Rom
citizenship and lived the rest of his life in luxury while writing his famous histo
in a former mansion of Vespasian.

|
Next up: Josephus tells how Pilate lost his job. Charles Somewl“
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Moderator; Deanna Haltom
817-573-0353

PRESBYTERIAN
WOMEN

ThePresbyterian Women's Brochurefor 20092010 is ready, so be sure to get your copy. They are available
at the church narthex or church office.

The firstPW general meetings Friday September 11 at 2:00 p@itcle leaders will present their activities for
the year. Also, the attendees to the Women's Conference at Mo Ranch early this summer will give us a repo

Plan now for th&Vomen's Annual Fall Retreat to be held Friday November 6, 10:@00 pm at the Glen
Lake Methodist Camp in Glen Rodéelinda Veatch will be leading the study on "Hospitality".

Thanks to Marcia Walker and Peggy Losher who arehaoring thefall rummage sale Start cleaning out
closets and cupboards and bring your treasures to the sale Octber 2

We had a good turn out for the introduction to Joshua arihe Howell Bible Study. It looks to be a very
interesting and challenging study. All are welcome on the first Tuesday of each month at 10:00 am in Fellow:
Hall. Jeanell Morris is the Bible Study leader and Mary Hayden is the circle leader.

TheBridge Circle is NOT meeting in September due to the Labor Day Holiday. It will resume in October on
the first Monday of the month at 10:00 aiill are welcome to join us for fun and fellowship. All levels of
players are welcome. If you would like to be on the lisbatige players please calbrraine Schmitz or Raye
Kliemann.

Book Circle has to be rescheduled from September 168efitember 9thbecause we will hosti

the regional Presbytery meet i nigitle®e® tbhye C he
Cleave.The Independemte vi ew cal l ed it fAa power ful p ) f
af fecti ngThéWashingtenPbstadl | ed it a i Me s MmeNewYork r o«

Timescal | ed it [Sanaydohristan(8H7-578-8444) for more information.

CHRIS CLEAVE

Bridge winners for Aug were
Winette Lovelady , first
Raye Kliemann, second
Doris Dinkle, third

Carol Davis, fourth

Ann Helfley, low

We bid a fond farewell to

Kay Gebhart who is moving to
Meridan. We will miss her but wish her
well in her new life.

Presbyterian Women will be

preparing box lunches for the N A AREA PRESBYTERY MEETING TO BE HELD HERE

Presbytery meeting on September 1€ E’ 1= Sept. 16, 2009

Please contact Wanda Lowe or Sallie—>'\ §>

Garland for times and duties. y, First Presbyterian of Granbury will host the western regional meeting of Grace
v Presbytery on Wednesday, September 16, 2009. A business meeting, workshc

sessions for church elders and church staff, lunch and a worship service are on the agenda.

We will need volunteers to help with parking, move tables and chairs, serve lunch, make signs, greet, and of course clean up
afterwards. Call J.D. Finlay: 8159796811 or Linda Somervill: 83737000 to volunteer.



Congregational Care

Linda Bowlin, Elder

Nursing Homes

Please Keep These Folks In YoL

Glen Rose Nursing Center: Prayers

Janice Avery
Betty Avery
Don Losher, Courtyard Wing, Room 503

O« O«

O«

Recuperating at Home/
Continued Care

Assisted Living

Quail Park (formerly The Gables)
Annadell Teems

2300 Paluxy Highway 76048
Suite #25, 81°2799259

Jane Asa

Liz Barker

Doug Blanchette

Jack Cummins

Nancy Fishei_ewis, Anderson MO

Jean Goody
Courtyards at Lake Granbury Norwin Hines
811 Calinco Dr. 76048 C.E. Moore
s Bob McQueen Ronnie Moore
5 Hazel Wil kinson (Dut{cho BV @dnkak r )

. I Dickie Ralston
Harbor Lakes Nursing & Rehabilitation Brandon Walkergreat grandson of Maureen

3100 2nd St., 76048 (83408-3800) Walker

O« O« @) O« O« O« O O« O« O« O¢ O

Jim Fish- Room 110 o Ross Irvin

Arbor House

900 Autumn Ridge Dr. 76048 Please calDorothy Campbell,
Millie Alberts (Brendp EboRimatolB2 57321539 or call the
Broadway Plaza Retirement Center, Ft. Worth (r:hurch Ofﬂf t y?fhhavpraye: ted on th
Steve Clements (Randyp FRUL§SYS-Any of the persons listed on the

prayer chain can initiate a prayer request.
All prayer requests are confidential.

Hospitalized/Home from the Hospital

ol Melba Trotter, stroke, Stonegate Nursing Center, Fort Worth
HOSPITAL Effie Eis_en, GI_opaI Rghgbilitation, Fort Worth o
= Ida Matrtin , Trinity Mission Health and Rehabilitation, Burleson
Ken Morgan, Harris Methodist, downtown
Ron Simpson recovering at home from shoulder surgery
Lorraine Schmitz, recovering at home from foot surgery
‘ Bob Summers Global Rehabilitation, Fort Worth
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Congregational Care

Linda Bowlin, Elder

Military Service Personnel

s Private Sam Wallace

| grandson of Coy and Audrey Wallace,

=) Marines, Camp Pendleton, San Diego

has completed basic training and is

heading for Infantry School.
Lt/Col. Michael Browder, Ft. Benning
Georgiahusband of Greta and samlaw of
Dick and Raye Kliemann.
Captain John Copeland,Washington, D.C.,
husband of Claire and sam-law of Ann
Mitchell.
Lt/Col. Kathryn Huth -Weiss Bolling AFB-
Washington, D.C., daughter of Marcia & Roe
Walker, is home from Afghanistan.
Sgt. Daniel Hahn Air Force Recruiter,
Charlotte, North Carolina, grandson of Ann
Anderson.
1st Lieutenant Michael McGowan
Ft. Lewis, Washington, nephew of Nancy
Johnston; is heading
training school.
2nd Lieutenant Robert Kent Wallace
grandson of Coy and Audrey Wallace, and
brother of Sam Wallace, Marines, completed

OCS on December 04th and is at Quantico, VA

awaiting assignment.

Captain Ryan Fitzgerald, Air Force, grandson
of Don and Jane Asa, pilot in Iraqg.

Major Cris Claus, Air Force F16 pilot,
grandson of Don and Jane Asa, currently
stationed at the Pentagon.

Mike Russell, Army Specialist, nephew of Jean
McElroy, currently in Afghanistan.

Ensign Rebecca Bennettdaughter of Nancy
and Tim Bennett, is at Pensacola NAS for flight
training.

PVT Matthew Kaiser, grandson of Bob and
Joyce Higginbotham and nephew of Susan,
currently serving a year tour in Afghanistan.
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Joys and Concerns

Our thoughts and prayers are wighrt and
family on the death dBill Cunningham.

A memorial service was held August 8
followed by a reception at Fellowship Hall.

Congratulations t®on Asafor being
awarded thé/elvin Jones Fellowship
Award by the Granbury Lions Club. It is
one of the highest honors bestowed on
deserving Lions Club members. Don has
been a member of the Lions Club for 41
years.

(w’ TheFall GARAGE SALE will
WD be held October 2 and 3. We need
your help from September 26 to
: October 3. Let us make the garage
sale great so Lorraine will be proud
of us. Any questions or if you need

AP AT

TheCircle of Friends was called The Single

Shepherd Group in the past. In April, the name
was changed and the group voted to include in
their circle friends and neighbors, though not in the
congregation, who would welcome the fellowship. At
each meeting, canned and Ffuerishable foods are
collected for donation to People Helping People. All are
invited to attend.

arcia Walker

TheCircle of Friends will meet on Friday, September 18
at Fellowship Hall. We will have a BIG birthday
celebration potluck to honor all those who have birthdays
between January and September. We are going to play
chil drenbs games. Bring vy
fellowship.

Rita Hart and Betty Dean

Please Keep our military personnel in your

daily prayers and notify the church office

if you have family members deployed in th
military.

Please let us know if yodo NOT have email and
would like to be notified of events, illnesses, or
deaths in the congregation.
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Sheila Higgins, Elder
A BIG Thank You to the Healthy Kids Volunteers

What a wonderful job each and every one of you did this summer giving out the Healthy
Kids lunches. As of July 31 (which was on
we had given out 971 lunches. Without your help this could not have happened. | am

... grateful to each and every one of you and God Bless you. | know it was a chore to carry the
¥ food from your car to the beach area where we were set up. You are truly a great church
and a blessing to the children.

with the
Summer Food Program

People Helping People

We will continue with our weekly donations of nperishable items. You can understand why
PHP needs our help when you read these figures.

In April they helped 683 families; in May 684 families; in June 642 families; and for the month
of July, they helped 946 families. If you bring a can a week, you can help make a
difference!

Thanks to everyone who provided cookies and fruit for the reception after the Memorial Service
for Bill Cunningham on August 8. Special thanks to Raye, Virginia, Dana, Sheila, Richard,
2 o) 1- and Bill for setting up, serving, and cleaning up.
-

' ""!_ Fellowship Hall will be a busy place in September. In addition to our regular monthly events,
4 we will host theGrace Presbytery Regional Meetingon September 16 and deall Seminar
and potluck supper on September

19.
r \
s
Wanda Lowe, Elder M' 'W.m

Eype] Office Volunteers

.. There is always a need for help in our church office answering phones, preparing bulletins for
worship services, preparing monthly newsletters for mailing as well as a host of
mi scell aneous things that come up from time to ti.

Nancy Johnston at 8175783414 or presbynewsletter@aol.com

| f youdre already on the |ist, no need to call. I 1
know.

AHUGE ThankYout o t he volunteers who put the new direc
Fellowship Hall!






