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Understanding the Book of Revelation 

 
The apocalyptic imagery of beasts and the anti-Christ have been a happy hunting ground 

for predictions of the final end and the identity of evil in both individuals and nations. Our 

Presbyterian denomination along with others such as the Episcopalians, Methodist,  

Lutherans, American Baptists and Disciples do not subscribe to the Book of Revelation  

as a prediction book or an enemy check-list.  

 
Revelation was written at the turn of the first century. Before that, Matthew, Mark and 

Luke were written between 70 AD and 85 AD and the Gospel of John was written around 

90 AD. Later than that, the Book of Revelation was written with the background of 

Romeôs incredible brutality.  

 
There was a terrible war between the Jews and Romans that lasted from the year 66 AD to 70 AD. Rome  

considered the Christians as a part of Judaism. The war itself was long and bloody until the Romans sent an 

army of overwhelming numbers that completely leveled Jerusalem and the temple. Women and children were 

not spared; the descriptions of the historian Josephus, who wrote during that time, are too gory to mention here.  

 
After the war was over, Jews and Christians alike, according to Josephus, were tortured and thrown to the  

lions for sport before Roman spectators. Such sport became increasingly violent with dismemberments and  

crucifixions and continued until after the first century.    

 
So when the Book of Revelation was written, there was no question about the beast. Just as the beast in the Book 

of Daniel referred to the Babylonians, the beast in Revelation referred to the Romans. The apocalyptic imagery 

in Daniel chapter 7, for example, is identical to the imagery in Revelation. The Romans had destroyed the world 

as the writer of Revelation knew it and only God could make it right. The writer knew that even when the world 

does itôs worst and the ñbeast rises out of the seaò (the sea was often used as a symbol of evil), God is the ruler 

yet. Thatôs the message of Revelationðthe bottom line when the worse really happens. 

Charles Somervill 



 

Presbyterian Women 
Moderator: Deanna Haltom 

817-573-0353  

Many thanks to Martha Robinson for a wonderful program on art presented to the PW 

meeting on a cold January day. She is shown here holding Picasso's "La Gourmet," 

from 1901.The program was entertaining and educational.  
 

Mark your calendars for the very special meeting in February which will be the White 

Breakfast and communion on Ash Wednesday, Feb. 17 at 8:30am.  This is for all the 

women of the church. There will be a sign up sheet available so we will know how 

many to prepare for and a small fee will be collected to defray expenses. This is a very 

special way to start the Lenten Season. 

 

On Wednesday, February 24 at 11 am the F.U.N. Circle will meet for óbring a dish' 

lunch and then we will be treated to Barbara Althouse and Jeanell Morris' FUN WINTER OLYMPIC 

GAMES. This is always a special treat so come prepared for a great time. 

 

Bridge Circle will meet on Monday, February 1 at 10 am. If you would like to play, please call Raye  

Kliemann (817-579-1238). It is a fun group and all levels of play are welcome. We like beginners. Bring a 

sack lunch and come prepared to have a good time of play and fellowship. 

 

Anne Howell Bible Study meets on Tuesday, February 2 at 10 am in the annex. They are continuing the 

study of Joshua. Jeanell Morris is the study leader. 

 

Trinity Mission (Nursing/Health & Rehab facility is at 600 Reunion Ct., Granbury) 

Birthday Parties are the 3rd Monday of each month at 2:30 p.m. Nancy Johnston (817-578-

3414) and Shirley McDonald are the leaders and if you would like to participate, they would 

be glad to have you. Pat Swearingen is ñretiringò after 15 years of service to Trinity Mission. 

God Bless Pat for her service. Pat is ready to move on to new volunteer opportunities. Vera 

Hall will also be moving on to serve other volunteer missions. Thank you. 

 

Book Circle will meet on February 17 in the church office building. The book for February 

is People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks. Linda Somervill will lead the discussion which is always fun and 

lively. Come even if you havenôt read the book. Call Nancy Johnston (817-578-3414) for more information. 

 

HELP WANTED!!!!  The only talent needed is a willingness to help with the garage sale which is  

scheduled for April 2 and 3, 2010. Doris Dinkel has said she would be willing to be a co-chair but many 

hands make light work, so examine your schedule and sign on. This is the major money maker for the 

Women of the Church and all help is appreciated. These funds are used in a variety of ways both to better 

our church facilities and also for local mission projects. Please call Doris Dinkel (817-279-9220 ) , Deanna 

Haltom (817-573-0353) or the church office (817-573-2337). We will be glad for any and all help. Also, 

start cleaning out closets and cupboards for donations. There will be help available to pick up large items if 

needed. 

 

Several women of the church will be going to Camp Gilmont near Gilmer Texas on February 5-6, 2010 for 

a women's retreat opportunity. Car pools will be arranged soon so keep in touch with Ruth Gump (817-579-

7455) or Deanna Haltom (817-573-0353). Hopefully we will come home with lots of new ideas and we will 

all be refreshed and renewed for bigger and better plans for our local PW. 

 



 

Please Keep These Folks  In Your 

Prayers 

 
 

Glen Rose Nursing Center: 
ǒ Betty Avery 

 

Trinity Mission: 

ǒ Ida Martin 

Nursing Homes 

Recuperating at Home/ 

Continued Care 

Assisted Living 
 

 

Quail Park (formerly The Gables) 

ǒ Annadell Teems  

2300 Paluxy Highway 76048 

Suite #25, 817-279-9259  
 

Courtyards at Lake Granbury 

811 Calinco Dr., Granbury, 76048 

ǒ Bob McQueen 

ǒ Hazel Wilkinson (Dutchôs Mother) 
 

Harbor Lakes Nursing & Rehabilitation  

3100 2nd St., 76048 (817-408-3800) 

ǒ Jim Fish - Room 110 

ǒ Imogen FulltonðRoom 305A, Jean McElroyôs 

mother 

ǒ Charles visited Carroll Goss, a friend of the 

Darneôs, who is from Oklahoma. 

 

Broadway Plaza Retirement Center, Ft. Worth 

ǒ Steve Clements (Randyôs Father) 

                             Congregational Care 
 

ǒ Jane Asa 

ǒ Liz Barker 

ǒ Doug Blanchette 

ǒ Dorothy Campbell 

ǒ Nancy Fisher-Lewis, Anderson MO 

ǒ Dee Haltom 

ǒ Sheila Higgins 

ǒ Frances Johnson 

ǒ Joyce Kelly 

ǒ C.E. Moore 

ǒ Ken Morgan 

ǒ Ronnie Moore 

ǒ Bill Pennal 

ǒ Dickie Ralston 

ǒ Brandon Walker, great grandson of Maureen 

Walker 

 

 

Linda Bowlin, Elder 

Circle of Friends 
As of January, 2010 Circle of Friends will no longer 

be meeting on a monthly basis. However, we would 

like to leave the door open if someone wants to 

come forward and take over the responsibilities of 

this organization, 

 

We feel that we have two wonderful groups within 

our Church that would welcome our participation 

i.e., Fun Circle/Presbyterian Women. If you think 

otherwise please call Betty  Dean or Rita Hart. 
 

In Christian Fellowship, 

                              Betty and Rita 

THE SMILE VIRUS  

 

Smiling is infectious 

You catch it like the flu, 

Then someone smiled at me today 

I started smiling too. 

I passed around the corner 

And someone saw my grin 

When he smile I realized  

Iôd passed it on to him. 

I thought about that smile, 

Then I realized its worth, 

A single smile, just like mine 

Could travel óround the earth. 

So, if you fell a smile begin, 

Donôt leave it undetected 

Letôs start an epidemic quick 

And get the world infected. 

TEACHER : Maria, go to the map and find North America. 

MARIA : Here it is. 

TEACHER : Correct. Now class, who discovered America? 

CLASS: Maria 



 

Military Service Personnel 

ǒ Lt/Col. Michael Browder , Ft. 

Benning, Georgia, husband of Greta 

and son-in-law of Dick and Raye  

Kliemann. 

ǒ Captain John Copeland, Washington, D.C.,  

husband of Claire and son-in-law of Ann 

Mitchell. 

ǒ Lt/Col. Kathryn Huth -Weiss, daughter of 

Marcia & Roe Walker, is Squadron Commander 

of the ninth Medical Squadron at Beale AFB, 

California. 

ǒ Sgt. Daniel Hahn, Air Force Recruiter,  

Charlotte, North Carolina, grandson of Ann 

Anderson. 

ǒ 1st Lieutenant Michael McGowan, nephew of 

Nancy Johnston has started Captainôs training 

school in Fort Jackson, South Carolina. 

ǒ 2nd Lieutenant Robert Kent Wallace,  

grandson of Coy and Audrey Wallace, Marines, 

has completed his first Infantry School at  

Quantico, VA. He will start his second school at 

Quantico the beginning of January. 

ǒ Captain Ryan Fitzgerald, Air Force, grandson 

of Don and Jane Asa, pilot in Iraq. 

ǒ Major Cris Claus , Air Force F16 pilot,  

grandson of Don and Jane Asa, currently  

stationed at the Pentagon. 

ǒ Mike Russell, Army Specialist, nephew of Jean 

McElroy, currently in Afghanistan. 

ǒ Private Matthew Kaiser, Army, grandson of 

Bob and Joyce Higginbotham and nephew of 

Susan, in Afghanistan, currently in Afghanistan. 

currently serving a year tour in Afghanistan. 

ǒ Ensign Rebecca Bennett, daughter of Tim and 

Nancy Bennett, is at Pensacola, Florida NAS for 

flight training. 

 

                         Congregational Care 
 

Joys and Concerns 

We continue to keep Lorraine Schmitz 

and her family in our prayers for daughter Kathy and 

son Dougôs continued care and treatment. 

 

 

 

Please call Betty Dean,  coordinator (817-

579-9280), or the church office if you have 

prayer requests. Any of the persons listed 

on the prayer chain can initiate a prayer  

request. All prayer requests are confidential.   

 

Also please call Betty if you are willing to serve on our 

PRAYER CHAIN committee. Duties include calling 

the next person on your list when a request for prayer is 

initiated. A monthly meeting will be held to report on 

the status of specific prayers. This will keep us updated 

on joys and/or concerns. 

Please let us know if you do NOT have e-mail and 

would like to be notified of events, illnesses, or 

deaths in the congregation.  

Please keep our military personnel in your 

  daily prayers and notify the church office 

  if you have family members deployed in the  

military. 

Linda Bowlin, 

 Elder 

Prayer Chain 



 

 

 

My brother, Thomas, and I were fortunate enough to be able to be a part of this yearôs 

Grace Presbytery College Mission Trip. We spent December 26th to January 3rd in Pueblo, 

Colorado with 17 other college-aged young adults and advisors. We stayed at the  

Westminster Presbyterian Church in Pueblo. We worked at a couple different sites during 

the week. We mostly did cleaning in the church and in 2 houses in Pueblo. It was easy 

work for the most part, but the job that affected everyone the most was Ms. Elderôs house. 

On our second day of work, we went to her cute, red brick house. Before we arrived, our 

team was warned that Ms. Elderôs house was really badðbut I donôt think that anyone 

could be prepared for what awaited us when we walked through her front door. This first 

thing one noticed upon crossing the threshold was the smell. Literally the worst thing I had ever smelled was 10X 

better than Ms. Elderôs house. Some of us, myself included, could not handle the smell and were forced to work 

cleaning the outside of the house. Many of the things we encountered were too gruesome to share here. However, 

the transformation that our team made during the 8 hours of work made her house almost indistinguishable from 

its earlier state. However the purpose of my writing this is not to impress you with the Mission Trip teamôs  

cleaning skills. Ms. Elder has the early stages of Alzheimerôs disease and unfortunately her family neglected her. 

The house that she is living in actually belongs to her son, who lives less than 2 hours away in Denver. If her son 

had taken just a monthly trip down to check on his mother, then there is absolutely no way that she could have 

been living in such conditions. The filth we saw and experienced can only be due to years of neglect. By looking 

at the outside of Ms. Elderôs house, there is no way that someone could predict the deplorable conditions inside. I 

urge you to look within your circle of friends and family. Is there someone with whom you have recently lost 

touch? Perhaps they are slipping into the same situation that Ms. Elder is in. Please reach out to your community, 

both at home and at church to prevent this from happening to anyone else. Fortunately we were able to inform the 

correct authorities about the situation and Ms. Elder is now receiving the care she deserves. However, it is  

extremely disheartening to know that someone was living that way for so long. All it takes to help someone is a 

loving hand. Remember what 1 Corinthians 12:26-27 says, ñAnd if one member suffers, all the members suffer 

with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice with it. Now you are the body of Christ, and  

members individuallyò. Thank you, and God Bless. 

-Sarah Bennett 

Latest news reports are that five terrorist cell groups have been operating in many of our churches. They have 

been identified as: Bin Sleepin, Bin Arguin, Bin Fightin, Bin Complainin, and Bin Missin. 

 

Their leader, Lucifer Bin Workin, trained these groups to destroy the Body of Christ. The plan is to come into 

the church disguised as Christians and to work within the church to discourage, disrupt, and destroy. 

 

However, there have been reports of a sixth group. A tiny cell known by the name Bin Prayin is actually the 

only effective counter terrorism force in the church. Unlike other terrorist cells, the Bin Prayin team does not 

blend in with whoever and whatever comes along.  

 

Bin Prayin does whatever is needed to uplift and encourage the Body of Christ. We have noticed that the Bin 

Prayin cell group has different characteristics than others. They have Bin Watchin, Bin Waitin, Bin Fastin, and 

Bin Longin for their Master Jesus Christ to return. 

 

NO CHURCH IS EXEMPT! 

 

(However, you can spot them if you bin lookin and bin going.) 
 


