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Linda and I saw the movie 2012.The Mayan calendar supposedly predicts the end of the world 

at that time. But the movie doesnôt focus on religious or psychic predictions; it simply begins 

with the earthôs core heating up. Thereôs nothing that can be done to stop it. The earth heats up 

with all the buildings and objects we revere tumbling downðWashington D.C., the Vatican, 

the Cowboy Stadiumðeverything.  

  

But in the movie, some individuals anticipated this event and built not one ark, but several. 

The ocean, even with tsunamis and underwater eruptions, survives the aftermath. And so do 

the arks.  

 

What was interesting are the people who ended up on the arks. There were no noble Noahs of 

strong integrity and certainly no poor people. The survivors were the ones who paid for the 

arks!   

 

The 2012 movie, unfortunately, speaks of reality. The rich get richer and the poor? Well, the 

poor are less likely to survive. They miss the boat because they canôt pay the fare. Thatôs life, 

we say. Thatôs the way things are. Then we look at the Bible and maybe we should think about 

that a little bit more. 

 

Look again at Luke 3:10-11 when John the Baptist called for repentance: ñAnd the crowds 

asked him, óWhat then should we do?ô In reply he said to them, óWhoever has two coats must 

share with anyone who has none; and whoever has food must do likewise.ò 

 

So if you had written the script for the movie 2012, how would you apply that  

answer of John the Baptist? I donôt knowðmaybe each rich person would pro-

vide seating for one poor one. Iôm not sure. But I do know that if we apply 

Johnôs teaching in our daily lives, the answer becomes more obvious. And if we 

get into the habit of sharing our resources, maybe the answer of what to do about 

ñarksò will become more  obvious too. Otherwise, the arks will be left with a 

sorry greedy lot unfit for the final voyage of any sort. 
 

 
Charles Somervill 



 

Presbyterian Women 
Moderator: Deanna Haltom 

817-573-0353  

ǒ The Anne Howell Bible Study of Joshua, led by Jeanell Morris, will be Tuesday January 5 at 10:00 a.m. 

in the Annex. All are welcome and books are available. Call Jeanell Morris at 817-573-3145 for more  

information. The group meets the first Tuesday of each month at 10:00 a.m. in the  

annex.  

 

ǒ Bridge Circle will meet on January 4 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. All levels of players are welcome.  

If you would like to play, call Raye Kliemann or Lorraine Schmitz. Bring a sack lunch and join the fun. 

 

ǒ Book Circle will be January 20, 2010. The group meets the third Monday of each month at 10:00 in the 

Administration building. The January book is The Help by Kathryn Stockett and the discussion will be led 

by Linda Bowlin. Come even if you havenôt read the book. Call Nancy Johnston at 817-578-3414 for more 

information 

 

ǒ Trinity Mission birthday party will be Monday January 18 at 2:30 p.m. The parties are the third Monday 

of each month. Shirley McDonald has joined Pat Swearingen, Nancy Johnston, and Vera Hall for these 

events. 

 

ǒ F.U.N. Circle will be January 27 at 11:00 in Fellowship Hall. 

 
We had a wonderful Christmas Luncheon with lovely decorated tables, a heavenly host of angels, a tasty lunch, 

and an interesting and fun interactive program on Friday, December 11. During the following business meeting, 

it was decided that PW would allocate some of their funds to the following programs: 

 

ǒ The Scholarship Fund 

ǒ The new flooring fund for the office building 

ǒ Ruthôs Place 

ǒ Presbyterian Childrenôs Homes 

 

We hope we are scattering some seeds that will bear fruit!!! 

 

A note to the women who are signed up to go to the retreat at Camp Gilmont in February. Please contact Ruth 

Gump or Deanna Haltom so we can have a list when itôs time to arrange car pools, etc. There are still  

applications available if you would like to attend. The $20 and application must be in by January 26 or  

as early as possible. 

 

The January PW meeting will be on January 8 at 10:00 a.m. in Fellowship Hall. Martha Robinson will present 

From the National Gallery of Art to Mambrino Schoolò. Please come and hear this interesting presentation. 



 

Please Keep These Folks  In Your 

Prayers 

 
 

Glen Rose Nursing Center: 
ǒ Betty Avery 

Nursing Homes 

Recuperating at Home/ 

Continued Care 
Assisted Living 

 

 

Quail Park (formerly The Gables) 

ǒ Annadell Teems  

2300 Paluxy Highway 76048 

Suite #25, 817-279-9259  
 

Courtyards at Lake Granbury 

811 Calinco Dr., Granbury, 76048 

ǒ Bob McQueen 

ǒ Hazel Wilkinson (Dutchôs Mother) 
 

Harbor Lakes Nursing & Rehabilitation  

3100 2nd St., 76048 (817-408-3800) 

ǒ Jim Fish - Room 110 

ǒ Imogen FulltonðRoom 305A, Jean McElroyôs 

mother 

 

Broadway Plaza Retirement Center, Ft. Worth 

ǒ Steve Clements (Randyôs Father) 

 

Granbury Villa 

2124 Paluxy Highway 

Granbury, TX 76048-5530 

ǒ Ida Martin 

                             Congregational Care 
 

ǒ Jane Asa 

ǒ Liz Barker 

ǒ Doug Blanchette 

ǒ Dorothy Campbell 

ǒ Nancy Fisher-Lewis, Anderson MO 

ǒ Sheila Higgins 

ǒ Frances Johnson 

ǒ Joyce Kelly 

ǒ C.E. Moore 

ǒ Ken Morgan 

ǒ Ronnie Moore 

ǒ Bill Pennal 

ǒ Dickie Ralston 

ǒ Brandon Walker, great grandson of Maureen 

Walker 

 

Hospitalized/Home from the Hospital 

 
Charles had minor surgery on November 27, day surgery, and did well. He came home and got the flu. 

Melba Trotter , Baylor All Saints Rehab, Fort Worth 

Nancy Johnston, foot surgery on December 18 at Baylor Surgery Center, Granbury 

Dee Haltom, knee surgery, on December 29, Lake Granbury Medical Center 

 

Please call Betty Dean,   
coordinator (817-579-9280) or call the 

church office if you have prayer  

requests. Any of the persons listed on the 

prayer chain can initiate a prayer request. All 

prayer requests are confidential.   

Linda Bowlin, Elder 



 

Military Service Personnel 

ǒ Lt/Col. Michael Browder , Ft. 

Benning, Georgia, husband of Greta 

and son-in-law of Dick and Raye  

Kliemann. 

ǒ Major John Copeland, Washington, D.C.,  

husband of Claire and son-in-law of Ann 

Mitchell. 

ǒ Lt/Col. Kathryn Huth -Weiss, Bolling AFB-

Washington, D.C., daughter of Marcia & Roe 

Walker, is Squadron Commander of the ninth 

Medical Squadron at Beale AFB, California. 

ǒ Sgt. Daniel Hahn, Air Force Recruiter,  

Charlotte, North Carolina, grandson of Ann 

Anderson. 

ǒ 1st Lieutenant Michael McGowan,  

Ft. Lewis, Washington, nephew of Nancy  

Johnston has started Captainôs training school in 

Fort Jackson, South Carolina. 

ǒ 2nd Lieutenant Robert Kent Wallace,  

grandson of Coy and Audrey Wallace, Marines, 

has completed his first Infantry School at  

Quantico, VA. He will start his second school at 

Quantico the beginning of January. 

ǒ Captain Ryan Fitzgerald, Air Force, grandson 

of Don and Jane Asa, pilot in Iraq. 

ǒ Major Cris Claus , Air Force F16 pilot,  

grandson of Don and Jane Asa, currently  

stationed at the Pentagon. 

ǒ Mike Russell, Army Specialist, nephew of Jean 

McElroy, currently in Afghanistan. 

ǒ Private Matthew Kaiser, Army, grandson of 

Bob and Joyce Higginbotham and nephew of 

Susan, in Afghanistan, currently in Afghanistan. 

currently serving a year tour in Afghanistan. 

ǒ Ensign Rebecca Bennett, daughter of Tim and 

Nancy Bennett, is at Pensacola, Florida NAS for 

flight training. 

                         Congregational Care 
 

Joys and Concerns 

Our thoughts and prayers are with 

Peggy Losher and family on the death 

of Don on December 7. A memorial 

service was held at First Presbyterian 

on December 20 followed by a reception in Fellow-

ship Hall. 

 

Deann Gravatt, niece of Linda Somervill, passed 

away in Lubbock. Our prayers are with Linda. 

 

We are also keeping Lorraine Schmitz and her family 

in our prayers for daughter Kathyôs continued care 

and treatment. 

 

Dorothy Jones, a good friend of First Presbyterian, 

passed away in November. Services were held at 

Wileyôs on November 30. 

 

Please let us know if you do NOT have e-mail and 

would like to be notified of events, illnesses, or 

deaths in the congregation.  

Please Keep our military personnel in your 

  daily prayers and notify the church office 

  if you have family members deployed in the  

military. 

Linda Bowlin, 

 Elder 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy New Year everyone! 

 
 

     This is my second draft at a newsletter article. The first one was almost finished and I  

accidentally deleted it. I took that as a sign and decided to change the subject of what I was  

writing about. I am sure someone wiser than myself will give us all a resolution encouragement.  

 

     I am sitting in Starbucks, writing newsletter articles and studying for Hebrew classes. A woman with a thick  

middle-eastern accent approached me and after quite a few misunderstood words, I gathered that she was asking  

me if I knew anything about computers. The truth is I don't really know that much, but I decided to ask her what  

the problem was. Apparently, her young child had swatted her laptop a few times with his hands and now certain  

functions would not work. She asked if I could help. Now I really don't know what it would be like for a mother 

who spoke rough English and didn't know anything about computers to ask for help in a coffee shop, but I decided 

that it was probably uncomfortable for her. So I decided I would help her, or try and find someone who could.  

 

     As it turns out, the problem was very simple, and I was able to fix it by more dumb luck than anything. Still, she 

was far more appreciative than my meager efforts warranted. As she continued thanking me and packing up her 

computer to get back across the street to print her documents, I was struck by a simple fact of the Kingdom of 

Heaven. We followers of Jesus do not need to be the strongest, the best, the smartest, or the most experienced. All 

we need to be, in order for the Kingdom of God to advance, is available. When someone asks for our help, or clearly 

needs it, we give it. We give - even if is out of our weakness, our inability, our lack of knowledge, or our lack of  

experience. But we give it. If we can't help, we advocate for them to find someone who can. In an effort to make 

2010 a better year than 2009, I resolve to always help, even when I feel I have nothing to give, because even if I 

can't help, no one should be alone in their need.                                       

 

 

  Chad Presley, Youth Director 

 

1. Contact local support organizations like Widowed Persons Service, American Cancer Society or the  

Alzheimeerôs Association for support and the opportunity to volunteer your service  to others when you are 

ready. You will meet other people who have also had a loss. 

2. Take the time to learn about and understand the phases of grief. 

3. Try to see death as a natural part of the process of living. 

4. Allow yourself time to work through your grief. Donôt let others take this time away from you. Time alone 

doesnôt healé it is what you do with the time and how actively you deal with your grief. It is your choice how 

you respond to being bereaved. 

5. Get to know yourself as an individual who is complete and able to care for yourself and your emotional health. 

6. Accept people as they are without trying to change them. 

7. Work to rise above boredom and self-pity. Aim for balance between solitude and new interests. Learn to ac-

cept support from others and feel good about yourself. 

8. Let your children/family members live their own lives. Care for them while allowing them to grieve in their 

own way. 

 

Source:  American Hospice 



 

 

HHHelp My Unbelief                                                                     

  by Fleming Rutledge  (252.21/RUT  *)                                                         

AAAngelaôs Ashes                                                                          

  by Frank McCourt     (92/MCC)                                                                 

PPPaul, Godôs Message Sent Apostle Post                                   

  by Mike Thaler      (J/226.2)                                                                              

PPPeace Like A River                                                                    

  by  Leif Enger      (F/ENG)                                                                             

YYYes, Lord, I Have Sinned, But I Have Several Excuses         

by James W. Moore      (241.3/MOO)     

                                                        

 

 

NNNew Testament Speaks                                                             

  by  Glenn W. Barker      (225.6/BAR)                                                                  

EEEggstra Courage For the Chicken Hearted                                       
by Beck Freeman et al      (242.21/FRE)                                                
WWWay Of the Bull                                                                       

   by Leo Buscaglia   (915.04/BUS)     

  

                                                                     

YYYour Guide To Understanding Investing by                            

   by Kenneth & Virginia B. Morris     (332.6/MOR)                                              

EEEvery Living Thing   

   by James Herriot    (92/   HER) 

AAAdventures in Prayer          

   by Catherine Wood Marshall     (248.3/MAR) 

RRRising Tide; A Novel of WWII        

   by Jeff Shaara     (F/SHA) 

 

* Indicates where the book is found in the library (Call 

number + first three letters of authorôs name). 



 

Presbyterian Women 
Moderator: Deanna Haltom 

 
 

 

Buzz & Audrey Wallace 

Stan & Linda Bowlin  

Kelly & Susan Harding 

Jim & Frances Smith 

Bill & Wilella Wood  

Mike & Ann McLaughlin  

Ross & Marylou Irvin  

Don & Evelyn Bourland 

Jack & Ida Martin  

01/02 

01/03 

01/05 

01/10 

01/10 

01/18 

01/20 

01/20 

01/30 

Shelley Akerley 

Bob Swain 

Dolores Adams 

Ann Anderson 

Sheila Higgins 

Jeanell Morris 

Theda Deaver 

Greg Wilemon 

Gardner Davis 

Chase Clay 

Connie Darneô 

Louise Deems 

Marilou Schairbaum 

Carol Boyd 

Shirley Reinke 

Nancy Pauley 

Marlin Massengale 

Roy Phillips 

Erica Callahan 

Dutch Wilkinson 

Michael Carter 

Katy Parr  

Bob Haight 

Mary Howard  

Dickie Ralston 

Jim Skinner 

Charles Baskett 

Fran Smith 

Martha Ferrill  

Joyce Higginbotham 

Norwin Hines 

Caleb Luerson 

Louise Murray  

Pam Gaydos 

 

01/01 

01/01 

01/02 

01/02 

01/04 

01/04 

01/05 

01/05 

01/06 

01/08 

01/09 

01/09 

01/10 

01/11 

01/11 

01/15 

01/16 

01/16 

01/21 

01/22 

01/23 

01/23 

01/24 

01/24 

01/25 

01/26 

01/28 

01/28 

01/29 

01/29 

01/29 

01/29 

01/29 

01/30 

 

ǒ Practical and prudent 

ǒ Ambitious and disciplined 

ǒ Patient and careful 

ǒ Humorous and reserved 

ǒ Friendly and humanitarian 
ǒ Honest and loyal 
ǒ Original and inventive 
ǒ Independent and intellectual 

 



 

Gay Hanlin joined our church on November 22, 2009, at the first service.  She is a neighbor and very 

close friend of the Chandlers and Catherine Lehmann.  Beth Chandler describes Gay as an exceptionally 

nice lady, who they now consider to be a "part of our extended family".   

 

Gay lost her husband, Bill, about four years ago, who had worked for American Airlines.  She is from 

Wichita Falls, and has one sister, who lives in Henrietta. 

 

Gay likes to read and work in the yard. She also goes to the Senior Circle Exercise class several times a 

week, where she knows Pat Swearingin. 

 

Gay enjoys her cat, named Candy, which she rescued from Friends for Animals in  

Acton. 

 

Help us welcome this newest member who chose to join FPC because we're small and friendly, not big and 

impersonal!  Welcome Gay! 

Sharon Wilemon, Elder 

The Church campus was decorated by F.U.N. Circle and their helpers on November 23. The  

poinsettias were delivered and are still alive, so far. 

 

Presbyterian Women and the F.U.N. Circle had  a joint Christmas lunch. A big hand to Chef Sally Garland and her 

chef elves for the great lunch and a fun program. 

 

A reception was held after Don Losher's memorial service. Thanks to all of you who made sweets, provided fruit, 

or provided food for the lunch served to the family before the service. Peggy loves you. 

 

I would like to thank the fellowship committee, Raye Kliemann, Dana Sutton, Virginia Connor, Jane Seley, Joyce 

Kelly, Ann McLaughlin, and Joyce Higginbotham, for all the setting up, preparing food, gathering and serving 

food, buying supplies, and cleaning up they have done this year.Thank  you ladies. 
 
 
 

Wanda Lowe, Elder 


