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 First Presbyterian ChurchñGranbury 
 

January, 2011 

  The Bridge 

Pastor Charles  Somervill  

A New Yearôs Thought 
 
Here I am looking at Dexter, our Siamese cat, trying to come up with a New Yearôs thought. Dexter was 

a thoroughly feral kitten hissing and growling every time we tried to pet him. When we trapped him and 

took him to the vet, he fractured his leg trying to escape the needle.  

 
But now, with a little love, Dexter has made some changes. For one thing, heôs thoroughly Lindaôs catð

following her around, sleeping with her, etc. With me, he likes to play ñI dare you to touch my head.ò He 

stands upright on his back paws staring at me with his front paws posed like a gunfighterôs. Now, do I 

dare try to pet him on the head? Heôs so cute I canôt resist. And every time, just like Charlie Brown and 

Lucy, he wraps his paws around my arm and bites my handðnot hard, just enough to let me know he 

won. He always wins; his legôs as good as new. 

 
Dexter has certainly changed. Heôs no longer the angry feral cat. Heôs our petðfunny and charming in a 

Dexter sort of way. He has learned how to negotiate our two cat doors which require him to first go 

through the garage and then through the laundry room. Itôs fun to hear the cat doors clatter, ñWell, here 

comes Dexter!ò Heôs our cat coming and going as he pleases. 

 
So hereôs the New Yearôs thought. Sort of like Dexter--do we believe that a feral human being can  

become domesticated? Can a spouse really change or a son or daughter? Sometimes when we are living 

close to someone, the change may be gradual and we wonôt see it. The youngster coming home from  

college at Christmas is the classic example. Iôve heard young people say ñI canôt wait to get back to  

college where Iôll be treated like an adult again!ò  

 
Itôs sometimes hard to see changesðbut people do change. The disciples certainly did and Jesus looks 

for changes in us tooðand he sees our conversions and blesses us on our journey. So on this new year 

when we hope for changes, maybe we should look more closely at others; they may have been blessed 

with a new spirit.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let's start the new year off with a bang. On Thursday January 6, we invite everyone to come at 9:00 

a.m. to help put the Christmas decorations away for another year. When you come, bring a covered dish 

to share. After the work is done, we will have a program of ñJoyful Creationsò, Unique Clothing for the 

Unique Lady; then lunch. Come and invite your friends. 

 

The Bridge Circle WILL NOT MEET in January due to the holidays. We had 5 tables of players in  

December which was a lot of fun. So mark your calendars for Monday February 7 for the next time to play. It is 

now co-ed so everyone is welcome. Call Raye Kliemann (817-579-1238) if you plan to come.   

 

The Anne Howell Bible Study will be in Memorial Hall at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesday January 4. Jeanell Morris is the 

study leader. The study is the Book of Revelation. This will be Lesson 5. Please call Mary Hayden (817-579-0290) 

if you have questions. 

 

Also on January 4 at 2:00 p.m. is the Trinity Mission Birthday Party . Come and help the residents celebrate with 

refreshments and music. Call Nancy Johnston (817-578-3414) if you need directions or have questions. 

 

The General Meeting of the Presbyterian Women will be a work day on Friday January 14 at 10:00 a.m. We hope 

you have all sent in your best and favorite recipes as we will start to get them ready to be published that day. If you 

haven't, now is the time. We will also put together some disaster kits for Presbyterian Disaster assistance. Lists of 

items and supplies will be available. 

 

The Book Circle will meet in the administration building at 10:00 a.m. on January 19.  Fran Smith will lead the 

discussion of the book GRACE by Jane Roberts Woods. Come even if you have not finished the book, there is  

always a good discussion. The book for February is TEAM OF RIVALS by Doris Kearns Goodwin if you want to 

get a head start on your reading. 

 

The F.U.N. Circle will meet on January 26 at 11:00 a.m. The speaker will be Ermine Lawrence from People  

Helping People. There will also be pot luck lunch. All are invited to hear about this worthy charity and also to share 

lunch. 

 

Registration forms are available for the Gilmont Women's Retreat which will  be held at Camp Gilmont on 

March 11-13. Several from our group went to this retreat last year and enjoyed it. Please see me, Deanna Haltom 

(817-573-0353), for the registration forms or more information. 

 

The Spring Workshops are scheduled for April 1, 2, 8, 9. The locations are to be announced later but mark you 

calendars for one of these dates. These meetings are always very interesting and have lots of information for the 

coming year.  

Presbyterian Women 
     Presbyterian Women 

 

PW Moderator 
Deanna Haltom: 817-573-0353 

The Fort King (Ocala, Florida) Presbyterian Church published this plea to parishioners in its newsletter.   

"Please note:  When you give cash amounts in your offering, realize that the bank will not accept foreign  

coins, washers or buttons.  Thank you." 



 

 

Please submit items for The Bridge to PresbyNewsletter@aol.com by the 3rd 

Monday of every month. Or, call Nancy Johnston 817-578-3414 

  

Our darling second service Church Baby  

Braylee Kirkpatrick;  

Daughter of Ashley & Krayton;  

Granddaughter of Janna & Kim Sullins! 

Mark Presley. Our next choir director? 

 New Yearôs Day BlackNew Yearôs Day BlackNew Yearôs Day Black---Eyed PeasEyed PeasEyed Peas   
Prep Time: 15 Min 

Cook Time: 3 Hrs 

Ready In: 3 Hrs 15 Min 

16 Servings 

1 pound dry black-eyed peas 

2 cups chopped cooked ham 

salt and pepper to taste 

1 pinch garlic powder 

2 onions, diced 

1 (14.5 ounce) can whole tomatoes 

 

Place black-eyed peas in 8 quart pot. Add enough water to fill pot 3/4 full. Stir in ham and diced onions, and season with salt,  

pepper, and garlic powder. Place tomatoes in a blender or food processor, and blend until the tomatoes are liquefied. Add  

tomatoes to pot. Bring all ingredients to boil. Cover the pot, and simmer on Amount Per Serving  Calories: 120 | Total Fat: 3.4g | 

Cholesterol: 9mg 



 

 

 

Regular volunteers from our church include: Nancy Johnston, 

Shirley McDonald, Anne & Garrett Hults, and Ginny & Bob 

Swain. If anyone else would like to come join the fun, please 

do!  



 

 

 
 Outreach & Mission 

 

Sheila Higgins,  
Elder 

Charles and Linda Somervillôs next door neighbor, a drummer for the rock 

band UFO, performed in Wales wearing our black Granbury Presbyterian  

t-shirt to a crowd of over 5000. UFO was the headliner of the concert,  

entitled "Hard Rock Hell." It seemed to us appropriate in that we recite "he 

descended into hell" on most of our Sundays. 

UFO is a British hard rock/heavy metal band that was formed in 1969, with 

lead singer Phil Mogg, guitarist Mick Bolton, bassist Pete Way, and  

drummer Andy Parker. UFO was a transitional band between the rock of 

Led Zeppelin and the metal to come in the New Wave of British Heavy Metal. Their early releases are  

commonly referred to as ñspace rockò with obvious influence from the 60s rock scene. 

 

In 1973 the band recruited an 18 year old Michael Schenker from the band Scorpions.This marked a departure 

from their space rock sound to a more hard edged and bluesy rock sound. They released a string of critically  

acclaimed rock albums in the 70s that gained them a following in America and made them stars in the UK. 

Around the time of the 1978 release of Obsession, tensions between Schenker and Mogg were mounting.UFO 

arguably reached their peak at this time. In 1978 they toured extensively and recorded material for the double 

live album Strangers in the Night which was released in 1979.This album is considered by many fans and critics 

to be one of the best live rock albums ever produced. Immediately after the Strangers in the Night tour Michael 

Schenker left the band. 

UFO has released 20 studio albums, and many live/compilation albums. Though the lineup has changed many 

times over the years the core members of the band were usually involved along the way: Phil Mogg (vocals), 

Pete Way (bass), Andy Parker (drums), and Paul Raymond (guitar). 

Charles Somervill 

Thank you for your wonderful support for the Thanksgiving and special Christmas  food 

items. At Thanksgiving People Helping People gave out 1,102 dinners. We will continue 

to help PHP starting in February.  PHP will have a special drive for personal items. You 

will hear more about that in the coming weeks.        

                                    Personal Note 
It has been a privilege and a blessing to have served as elder in charge of Outreach and 

Mission these past 6 years. I have learned many things and one of the most important 

things Iôve learned is what a wonderful, caring and helpful congregation we have. Everyone is always so  

willing to help and I have had a great Committee. You were always there when I needed you. As many of you 

know Iôve been on Chemo treatments for a year and that is going to continue, so I needed lots of help over the 

last year. My sincere thanks to all who have helped. 

 

Your Outreach & Mission is going to be in very good hands as Dana Reinke takes over. 

http://www.last.fm/music/led_zeppelin
http://www.last.fm/music/Michael+Schenker
http://www.last.fm/music/Scorpions
http://www.last.fm/music/UFO/Obsession
http://www.last.fm/music/UFO/Strangers+in+the+Night


 

 

Military Service Personnel 

Please let us know if you do NOT have e-mail and 

would like to be notified of events, illnesses, or 

deaths in the congregation.  

Our prayers to everyone facing or recovering from  

surgery or illness. Please call Pastor Charles or notify  

the church if you or anyone you know is ill or facing  

surgery. 

 

 

Prayer Chain 
 

Please call Betty Dean, coordinator (817-579-9280) or 

call the church office (817-573-2337) if you have 

prayer requests. Any of the persons listed on the prayer 

chain can initiate a prayer. Or call the Church office. 

All prayer requests are confidential.  

 

 

The Menõs Luncheon will be Tuesday, 

January 18 at 11:30 a.m. in Fellowship 

Hall. The guest speaker will be Vic 

Smith. He will speak on òA History of 

the U.S. Flag.ó Mr. Smith is a chapter 

and district past president of the Texas  

Society Sons of the  

American Revolution.  Call  

Charles Baskett (817-579-7651)  

with questions. 

Women are always welcome! 

 

 

Congregational Care 

Linda Bowlin, Elder 

Lt/Col. Michael Browder , Ft. Benning, 

Georgia, husband of Greta and son-in-law 

of Dick and Raye Kliemann. 

Major John Copeland, Washington, D.C., 

husband of Claire and son-in-law of Ann 

Mitchell. 

Lt/Col. Kathryn Huth -Weiss, Beale AFB, 

CA, daughter of Marcia & Roe Walker 

Sgt. Daniel Hahn, Air Force Recruiter, 

Charlotte, North Carolina, grandson of Ann 

Anderson. 

Captain Michael McGowan, Army, 

Fort Jackson, South Carolina, nephew of 

Nancy Johnston 

2nd Lieutenant Robert Kent Wallace, 

Marines, grandson of Coy and Audrey  

Wallace, is stationed at Twenty-Nine 

Palms, CA 

Captain Ryan Fitzgerald, Air Force, 

grandson of Don and Jane Asa, pilot in Iraq 

Major Cris Claus , Air Force, F16 pilot, 

grandson of Don and Jane Asa, currently 

stationed at the Pentagon 

Private Matthew Kaiser, Army,  

Fort Lewis, Washington, grandson of Bob 

and Joyce Higginbotham 

Ensign Rebecca Bennett, Navy, Corpus 

Christi, primary flight training, daughter of 

Nancy and Tim Bennett. 

2nd Lieutenant Wilson Reeves, Air 

Force, grandson of Peggy Losher, flight 

training, Del Rio, Texas 

 

Please Keep our military personnel in your 

     daily prayers and notify the church office 

      if you have family members deployed  



 

 

 

 

                                          

 

To our Church Family: 

 

Thank you so much for your many 

prayers on behalf of our  

granddaughter Angelina Ralston. She is doing much better now 

and is home. Although the doctors didnôt expect as full a recovery, 

we know that it was our prayers being answered. 

 

Love and Blessings, 

Bob & Dickie Ralston 

Thank you to my wonderful Ushering Committee and all the other 

helpful friends who have assisted in welcoming guests and members 

to our church. Whether it be a funeral, church service or other occa-

sion, you have been there with your smile, handshake, and loving 

spirit.  Your efforts have been appreciated by everyone concerned. 

 In Christian Love, 

Doyle Seley 

Please add to your church directory:  
 

ǒ Christopher & Kathy Smith: home phone 817-573-3612. 

 

ǒ Ida & Jack Martin: home phone 682-936-2284; cell 817-559-1078;  

      address 1209 Crawford, Granbury, TX 76048 

Found in the office kitchen: Cokesbury 

bag with small fish/cross lapel pins. 

Thank you to all volunteers who helped make the menôs 

lunches so successful this past year. A big thank you to 

all the women who helped. 

 

Bob Ralston 



 

 

Buzz & Audrey Wallace 

Stan & Linda Bowlin  

Kelly & Susan Harding 

Jim & Frances Smith 

Bill & Wilella Wood  

Mike & Ann McLaughlin  

Ross & Marylou Irvin  

Jack & Ida Martin  

01/02 

01/03 

01/05 

01/10 

01/10 

01/18 

01/20 

01/30 

Shelley Akerley 

Bob Swain 

Dolores Adams 

Ann Anderson 

Sheila Higgins 

Jeanell Morris 

Anna Crane 

Theda Deaver 

Greg Wilemon 

Gardner Davis 

Taylor Clay 

Connie Darneô 

Louise Deems 

Marilou Schairbaum 

Carol Boyd 

Shirley Reinke 

Nancy Pauley 

Marlin Massengale 

Roy Phillips 

Erica Callahan 

Dutch Wilkinson 

Michael Carter 

Katy Parr  

Bob Haight 

Mary Howard  

Dickie Ralston 

Jim Skinner 

Charles Baskett 

Fran Smith 

Martha Ferrill  

Joyce Higginbotham 

Norwin Hines 

Caleb Luerson 

Louise Murray  

Pam Gaydos 

Marina Kuyl  

01/01 

01/01 

01/02 

01/02 

01/04 

01/04 

01/05 

01/05 

01/05 

01/06 

01/08 

01/09 

01/09 

01/10 

01/11 

01/11 

01/15 

01/16 

01/16 

01/21 

01/22 

01/23 

01/23 

01/24 

01/24 

01/25 

01/26 

01/28 

01/28 

01/29 

01/29 

01/29 

01/29 

01/29 

01/30 

01/31 

 

 

                                          



 

 

 

 

Recuperating at Home/Continued Care 
Jane Asa 

Colleen Fish 

Nancy Fisher-Lewis, Anderson, MO 

Arden Haltom 

Sheila Higgins 

Ed Hughes 

Edna Humphrey 

Ross Irvin 

Frances Johnson 

Joyce Kelly 

Catherine Lehmann 

Ronnie Moore 

Bill Pennal 

Dee Powell 

Jack Powell 

Dick Rabb 

Bonnie Rogers 

Bob Swain 

Brandon Walker, great grandson of Maureen Walker 

 

Joys and Concerns 
Ann Heffley has moved to Trinity Terrace Retirement 

Community in Fort Worth. We will miss her. 

 

 

Please Keep These Folks  In Your Prayers 
 

Glen Rose Nursing Center 
Betty Avery 

 
Assisted Living 
Quail Park 
2300 Paluxy Highway, Granbury 76048 

Suite #25, 817-279-9259  

Annadell Teems 

 
Courtyards at Lake Granbury 
811 Calinco Dr., Granbury 76048 

Bob McQueen 

Hazel Wilkinson (Dutchôs mother) 

 
Harbor Lakes Nursing & Rehabilitation  

3100 2nd St., Granbury 76048, 817-408-3800 

Jim Fish - Room 110  

Harold Goss 

 
Broadway Plaza Retirement Center Cityview 
5301 Bryant Irvin Rd., Ft. Worth 76132 

Steve Clements (Randyôs Father)  

 
Arbor House, Granbury 
900 Autumn Ridge Rd., Granbury 76048 

Ida Martin 

  
Waterview at Lake Granbury,  
Independent and Assisted Living 
100 Watermark Blvd., Granbury 76048 

Dorothy Campbell 

J.J. Decker 

 
Broadway Plaza Retirement Center, Ft. Worth 
* Steve Clements (Randyôs father) 

 

 

 

 
 

Congregational Care 

Linda Bowlin, Elder 

Cleaning for a Reason 

If you know any woman currently undergoing chemotherapy, 

please pass the word to her that there is a cleaning service that 

provides FREE housecleaning - once per month for 4 months 

while she is in treatment. All she has to do is sign up and have 

her doctor fax a note confirming the treatment. Cleaning for a 

Reason will have a participating maid service in her zip code 

area arrange for the service. This organization serves the 

entire USA and currently has 547 partners to help these women. 

It's our job to pass the word and let them know that there are 

people out there that care. Be a blessing to someone and pass 

this information along. 

 

http://www.cleaningforareason.org/ 

 

A true friend is someone who reaches for your hand and 

touches your heart. 

Hospitalized/Home from the Hospital 
Erlene Ehler, Harris Methodist Downtown 



 

 

New Members 
Sharon Wilemon, Elder 

Time goes by so fast. Another year has passed. I want to thank Barbara Buffalow, Virginia Conner, Doris Dinkel, 

Joyce Kelly, Raye Kliemann, Ann McLaughlin, Louise Murray, Jane Seley and Dana Sutton for their wonderful ideas 

and hard work. I want to especially thank Presbyterian Women for all of the foods you prepared and  

provided during the year. Your organizing skills amaze me and you are the best cooks in the world. Also, my thanks 

to Joyce Higginbotham (and family) for purchasing all the supplies; to the Wilkinsons for their generous gift of ice; 

and to Bill Lowe for toting, carrying and filling in when necessary. 

 

I would like for anyone who would like working with the Fellowship Committee to talk to me. The more people we 

have, the less hard we have to work. But it's not all work; we have some great gab sessions, so you learn to move 

your hands and mouth at the same time. Great Exercise! 

 

Happy New Year! 

Fellowship 
Wanda Lowe, Elder 

Garrett Halts  joined our church after first service on November 21, 2010. His 

lovely wife, Anne Halts, joined earlier in the year, shortly after they first 

moved to Granbury. They have been married forty-eight years and have five 

children and 9 (about to be 10) grandchildren! [One son lives in New York and 

one in Lufkin, while their three daughters live in Granbury, Weatherford, and 

Denver.] 

 

Garrettôs father was an Episcopal Priest, and also a Navy Chaplain. Through-

out the years, Garrett has been very active in the Episcopal Church and has 

held every possible leadership role. 

 

Professionally, Garrett served as VP of Operations for Trappe's Fine Foods, 

their number two man. A hobby he truly enjoyed was woodworking, where he 

successfully crafted some furniture pieces. Also, he and Anne used to love to 

go camping, and in either a trailer or a tent, have camped all over the United 


